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[ 49 CFR Part 1731
[Docket No. EM-59; Notice 70-18])

CLASS A POISONS IN CYLINDERS
Notice of Proposed Rule Making

The Hazardous Materials Regulations
Board is considering amending the De-
partment’s Hazardous Materials Regu-
lations to provide for the use of speeci~
fication DOT 3A, 3AA, and 3E1800 cylin~
ders for the transportation of certain
class A poisonous liquids or gases.

This proposal is based upon a petition
for rule making and the satisfactory ex-
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perience gained under the terms of sev-
eral special permits in existence for sev-
eral years. These cylinders would be pre~
seribed for class A poisons not otherwise
specifically provided for (§173.328). At
the same time they would automatically
be authorized for certain specifically
named poisonous materials covered in
the sections that adopt the packaging
requirements of § 173.328 by reference to
that section. Simultaneously, criteria for
adequate valve protection would be more
clearly defined in § 173.327.

The packaging and handling require-
ments for class A poisons, in general, as
well as the need for specifically naming
in § 1725 certain class A poisonous ma-
terials currently described under the ge-
neric ierm ‘“Poisonous liquid or gas,
n.o.s.” is under review by the Board. How-
ever, the Board believes that the changes
proposed in this notice are significant
enough to warrang separate rule-makinb
action in the interim.

In consideration of the foregoing, it is
proposed to amend 49 CFR Part 173 as
follows:

In § 173.327 paragraph (a) would be
amended to read as follows:

§ 173.327 Packing.

(a) Cylinders must be maintained in
compliance with the requiremenfs of
§ 173.34 and, except as otherwise pro-
vided, §$173.301(g) (1), (2), or (3).
Valves must be capable of withstanding
the test pressure of the cylinders and
must have taper-threaded connecfions
directly to the cylinders (no bushings or
straight-threaded connections of valves
to cylinders permitted). For corrosive
commodities, valves may be of the packed
type provided the assembly is made gas-
tight by means of a seal cap with com-
patible gasketed joint to the valve body
or to the cylinder to prevent loss of
commodity through or past the packing;
otherwise the valves must be of the
packless type with nonperforated dia-
phragms and handwheels. The valve out~
lets must be sealed by threaded caps or
threaded solid plugs of material, includ-
ing luting and gaskets, compatible with
the lading, cap, and valve assembly.
Safety relief devices are forbidden.

(1) The pressure of the poison gas af
130° ¥. must not exceed the service pres-
sure of the cylinder. Cylinders must not
be liquid full at 130° F',

(2) Cylinders packed in boxes must
have adequate protection for valves. Box
and valve protection must be of strength
sufficient to protect all parts of cylinders
and valves from deformation or break-
age resulting from a drop of at least 6
feet onto a concrete floor, impacting at
the weakest point. A cylinder not over-
packed in a box must be capable of pre-
venting damage to or distortion of the
valve when it is subjected to an irapact
caused by allowing the cylinder, prepared
as for shipment, to fall from an upright
position with the side of the cap or other
valve protection striking a solid steel
object projecting not more than 6 inches
above the floor level.

- » * & *

In § 173.328 paragraph (a)(2) would
be added to read as follows:
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§173.328 Poisonous gases and liquids
not specifically provided for.

(a) [-IE A 4

(2) Spee. 3A1800, 3AA1800, or 3E1800
(§§ 178.36, 178.37, 178.42) eylinders.

() Spec. 3A and 3AA cylinders must
not exceed 125 pounds water capacity
(nominal). Each cylinder must have
valves protected by metal caps or by
packing in strong wooden or metal boxes.

(ii) Spec. 3E1800 cylinders must be
packed in strong wooden or metal boxes.

-3 = & 2 ¥

Interested persons are invited to give
their views on this proposal. Communi-
cations should identify the docket num-
ber and be submitted in duplicate to the
Secretary, Hazardous Materials Regula-
tions Board, Department of Transporta-
tion, 400 Sixth Street SW., Washing-
ton, D.C. 20590. Communications received
on or before November 24, 1970, will be
considered before final action is taken on
the proposal. All comments received will
be available for examination by inter-
ested persons at the Office of the Secre-
tary, Hazardous Materials Regulations
Board, both before and after the closing
date for comments.

This proposal is made under the au-
thority of sections 831-835 of title 18,
United States Code, section 9 of the De-
partment of 'Transportation Act (49
U.S.C. 1657), and title VI and section
902(¢h) of the Federal Aviation Act of
1958 (49 U.S.C. 1421-1430 and 1472(h)).

Issued in ‘Washington, D.C.,, on

October 5, 1970.
J.B. McCartY, Jr.,
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard, By
direction of Commandant,
U.S. Coast Guard.

CarL V. Liyon,
Acting Administrator,
Federal Railroad Administration.

X Rozpert A. KAYE,
Director, Bureau of Motor Car-
. rier Safely, Federal Highway
Administretion.

San SCHNEIDER,
Board Member, for the
Federal Aviation Administration.

{FR. Doec. 70-13646; Filed, Oct. 9, 1970;
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